Are you ready

Breeds, pedigrees

matter but so do
training, experience

By HENRY CHAFPELL
Corrpspardenl

Your guide’s pointer locks up on a
covey of South Texas bobwhites.
As you walk in for the flush, she
rolls her eyes up at you as if to
say, “Right here, partner.”

Or you're sharing 2 duck boar with your
buddy and his Labrador retriever, While your
fricmd works the circling mallrds sath Tis gall,
the big Lih leans against your thigh, You focl
him guivering and say o yoursell, 1 ve got to
have a hunting dog.”

Perhaps, First ask yoursell some hard ques-
tions about commitment, your living amange-
ments and your tempernment. Uplront lonesty
can prevent heantbreak, strained relationships,
shredded Fandscaping and even unintemional
cruciy,

“A potential dog owner should ask himsclf if
he's really willine o take care of o dog for o
deren vears or mene,” suid James Collier, o pro
[FEES TR Y| '|=||||'.1||‘-: |.l||;_' tomeer Bl near De
vilur, 'l [uriug H] "I"-:'F 15 4 lod like |:|:l'p"ll1g1'l child,
excepl that the dog can'ttell you when he’s hun-
gry or thirsty.”

1 thvink that i you make a commatment o e
dog, then the dog will make o commatment
voul,” sad T, Boone Pickens, founder and chair-
i ol Dallas-based Mesa Peroleom Co.

Pickens knows aboul commitment w gun
dogs. He owns 35 poiters and four Labrador
retrievers. His kennel is legemdary inguail hont-
ing circles. “Back when [ oouldn’t afford one
o, 1 hasd v, Fowr 530 years, v Fed and packed
upr afler bircd deaes.” he said,

Acfenced back vard can be a Dine place 1o keep
one or by doges, as Tong as the owner as access
o open space for raining and exercise. Some
well-traingd gun dogs make fine house pels.

“My main pointer lives in the house,” Collier
siic. "He's completely houschroken and goes o
Tis mat and stays there undil be's called.”

Alihough most hunters prefer to live with
iheir dogs, boarding operions offer an alicma-
five For those with feo Tittle time or space.

CIF you're going B just keep the dog i the
kennel and take him out enly for hunting sca-
o, that's a sad situation,” Pickens s, -
stead, give your dog a break and Board him with
somebody who can cxercise him and give him
RO X Iraining.”

Colligr stresses the imporance of maiching
the dog to the hunters needs.

or a hunting dog?
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PERFECT FIT: The idenl dog will match a hunter’s nepds, Labrador retrievers moke good weterfow! hunting dogs.

“IF you're primanily a guail hunter, pick one
of the poimting breeds, I5 you're a waterfowl
hoenter, you'll wand o Labrador, golden or
Chesapeake Bay retrigver,” he said, "A person
who isn'l aecustomed o a Lot of physical activ-
ity probably peeds a dog that’s casy-going and
very well trained.”

Characleristics vary within types and breeds.
Pointers, cspecially those out of ficld frial
Poodlings, wemd (o range widely or “mun big,”
while ciher Broeds, such as the Britiany or Cigr-
man shorbaired pointer, tvpically hunt ol more
meberale mnges,

Cerain brgeds have reputations For ¢onsis-
[T

“Pointers are the Cadillzes of the pointing
breeds" Collier said, "They almost always fum
o, but miy mot make the best companions. 111
were looking for a Fanuly pet, bunted guail and
wanted my doves retreved, Ud consider a Ger-
man shorthaired poanter, I0 1 were locking for a
retriever, I'd geta Lab, Generally speaking, they
furm ol

Deciphering pedigrees

The fact that a dege = purebred or “has pa-
peers,” i ke unless the dog descends from
solfidd hunting or feld imal stock, Experienced
trainers and onomg sorcdes wsoally can direct
beginners o exeellent bloodlines. Learn o in-
terpret pedizrees before selecting o breeder,

Bewardless of breed amd pedigree, bunting

dogs require training and expenience. Many
huniers with e time and Facilities (Jand and ac-
cess fo game birds), enjoy training their own
dogs. Those desinng quick resulis buy Tully
trained adult dogs. Some hedge their bets with
started dogs — youngsters that have demon-
strated potential and have some basic training.
Chhers prefer to bomd with pups then twem them
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Here agaiin, i1's best o be honest with vour-
sell,

“1 can’t train because Ume jusl nol patient
enough.” Pickens said. “But [ wish [ were.™

Collicr encourages hunters to fimd pros who
train hunters as well as their dogs. ™

Whenever people come 10 pick up their dogs,
I always ask them o walch me train. Sanme
trainers will et you work your own dog as part
of the training progrim. That's the best way Lo
]I:.ill'lk.“

"I Lok for @ teaingr that has expericnce and
coubd show me some of their dogs and how they
perform,” Pickens said, "And I'd never leave a
dog will someene who has to be grucl o get re-
sults.”

Gun dogs aren’t for everyone, but for some,
they v the reason for hunting,

v always Felt that o be wealihy s io have
an abundance of something you really love,”
Pickens said, “That’s the way [ feel abowt bird
does”

Chappell & a feckance wiiles in Plina,
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James Collier
Decatur, TX
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BREED
REGISTRIES
American

Kennel Club
www.akc.ong

United Kennel
Club
www.ukcdogs.com

Field Dog

Stud Book

Wik american-
field.com/pages,
FOSBinfo.html

‘If you're going to just keep the dog in the kennel and take him out only for hunting season,
that’s a sad situation, Instead, give your dog a break and board him with somebody who can
exercise him and give him some extra training.’

— T. Boone Pickens, Mesa Petroleum Co.
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